
 
Title: Comparing and Contrasting Types of Welding (part 2) 
 

Objectives 

Students will be able to write a multi-paragraph compare-
contrast essay. 
 

Time frame to Complete 

30-45 minutes 
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Standard(s) Addressed in Lesson  

Write to Convey Ideas 

Benchmark(s) Addressed in Lesson  

W.4.2. Write for varying purposes (for example, to persuade, to explain, to entertain). 
W.4.3. Write for varying types of tasks (for example, business letters, letters to the editor, job applications, 
literature responses, informational essays, informal writing). 
W.4.5. Formulate a thesis from a main or controlling idea. 
W.4.10. Choose an organizational pattern (for example, order of importance, problem to solution, topical) to 
present ideas logically. 
W.4.11. Develop writing with an effective introduction, a body and a conclusion that summarizes, extends or 
elaborates on points or ideas in the writing. 
W.4.12. Group related ideas into well-developed paragraphs with topic sentences and supporting sentences. 
W.4.19. Reread and revise writing to clarify meaning (for example, sentence variety, transitions among 
paragraphs). 

 

Materials 

Types of Welding handout (from Comparing and Contrasting Types of Welding – part 1) 
Completed Venn diagram (from Comparing and Contrasting Types of Welding – part 1) 
Computer with internet access 
Paper and pencil 
Suggested websites: 

 http://www.ajeepthing.com/welding.html 

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Welding 
 

Learner Prior Knowledge 
Students should understand what it means to compare and contrast.   
Students should use standard writing conventions to write complete sentences and paragraphs. 
Students should understand and recognize thesis statement, supporting details, introduction, and conclusion. 

Activities 
* Note * This lesson is a follow-up activity to a reading lesson titled Comparing and Contrasting Types of Welding – part 1. 

  

Step 1     Review the basic components of a compare-contrast essay including thesis statement, supporting 
details, and suggested structures.  One suggested structure is a four-paragraph essay that contains an 
introductory paragraph, one paragraph about topic A, one paragraph about topic B, and a concluding paragraph.  

http://www.ajeepthing.com/welding.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Welding


Another suggested structure is a five-paragraph essay that contains an introductory paragraph, a series of three 
paragraphs that each compares and contrasts one aspect of the two topics, and a concluding paragraph.   
 
Step 2     Students review the Types of Welding handout and their completed Venn diagram (from Comparing and 
Contrasting Types of Welding – part 1).  Students determine the most important similarities and differences 
between the types of welding and plan a multi-paragraph essay based upon a suggested structure for comparing 
and contrasting the two processes.  
 
Step 3     Students research each type of welding for further information in order to add details to their essays.  
Suggested websites include: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Welding, http://www.ajeepthing.com/welding.html 
 
Step 4     Students compose essays, seeking help as needed. 
 
Step 5     The teacher reads the essays and provides guidance regarding organization, sentence structure, 
transitions, or content. Students revise as necessary. 
 

Assessment/Evidence 
Compare-contrast essay.  (This may be used as documentation for a Stackable Certificate.  Copy for student 
portfolio if applicable.) 

Adaptations for Beginning Students 

Beginning students may complete a more limited assignment such as writing one paragraph that compares the 
two topics.   

Adaptations for Advanced Students 
Advanced students may deviate from the suggested format and write a longer essay.  If more challenge is needed, 
students may also research a third type of welding and include details about it in the essay. 

Teacher Reflection/Lesson Evaluation 
 
 

This lesson was created by Middletown ABLE. 
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